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be taken in their correct turn: his reasoning may remain
sound, though the order of a subsidiary member of it should
be a little loose To complete his thesis, he similarly
appraises the pains incident to the several desires, and
shows, in each class as it appears, that the immunities and
alleviations prevailingly attach to the lot of the righteous,
(i) Bodily J>aint with which we could ill dispense as an
index of disturbance needing attention and arrest, is re-
garded by weak minds as something to be escaped at any
price; so that, by the threat of it, you may make them
accomplices in any crime. Yet, when they have bought
exemption by falsehood and treachery, and have taken in
exchange their burden of shame and remorse, they confess
too late that the moral ill is worse than the natural. To
judge of the relative place of these, we should compare
them at their maximum, i. e. in the case of the worst crimes
committed as the ransom from the worst fains: every
sound and brave man would accept or keep the torture and
decline the sin. And so would he decide for another, even
the dearest to him, and would sooner see a son subject to
any malady than lost m guilt and shame. (2) Lighter than
bodily pains are those of Imagination; such, for example, as
arise from the contrast of mean and hard external lot with
bright dreams of seemly and handsome conditions of life.
They are not only relatively light: they are completely
controllable by self-discipline, and therefore vanish from
virtuous experience. Where they feel no firm repressive
hand, they carry off their victim into reckless expenditure
and all the miseries of scrambling indebtedness. (3) To
no greater pain can we be subjected than the sympathetic
and moral, which may be taken together: to witness the
suffering of one dear to us, especially when it admits of no
alleviation from efforts and sacrifices of ours, is, or may be,
an agony to leave an indelible impression and haunt us
with pathetic images for ever. It would hardly seem so
indeed, from the pleasure we take in witnessing tragedies.
But then, the suffering is only in a subsidiary place: it is